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BUILDING  OPERATIONS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  MUNICIPALITIES 

Annual  .19.5Z 


Local  government  officials  in  633  Pennsylvania  permit-issuing  municipalities  reported 
the  authorization  of  91,826  new  construction  projects  with  an  aggregate  dollar  value  estimated 
at  time  of  completion  of  $775,399,572  for  the  year  1957.  This  was  somewhat  lower  than  the 
97,955  permits  with  an  aggregate  valuation  estimated  at  $783,961,465  issued  and  reported  by  618 
communities  for  the  year  previous.  The  6.3  per  cent  drop  in  permits  issued  in  1957  compared  to 
1956  was  essentially  a reflection  of  reduced  construction  activity  in  the  New  Residential 
Building  category  from  31,317  permits  issued  in  the  earlier  year  to  26,299  permits  granted 
during  1957.  Expressed  as  a per  cent  of  total  building  activity  this  category’s  decline  was 
from  32  per  cent  in  1956  to  28.6  per  cent  in  the  year  following.  Additional  reductions  in 
construction  activity  were  also  evident  in  the  New  Non-Residential  Building  category  (from 
10,287  in  1956  to  9,392  in  1957)  and  the  Installations  category  (from  7,377  in  1956  to  6,835  in 
1957).  A slight  increase  was  recorded  by  the  Additions,  Alterations  and  Repairs  category  from 
48,974  permits  issued  in  1956  to  49,300  granted  during  the  subsequent  year.  When  the  year  to 
year  changes  are  expressed  in  dollar  terms  reductions  in  total  volume  were  registered  by  the 
same  three  categories  indicated  above.  However,  expressed  in  these  same  dollar  terms  the  New 
Non-Residential  Building  category  experienced  the  greatest  decline  from  $293,712,710  in  1956  to 
$283,493,726  in  1957. 

NEW  RESIDENTIAL  BUILDING  SHOWS  SLIGHT  DOLLAR  DECLINE 


The  1956  decline  in  residential  building  from  the  1955  peak  was  continued  into  1957. 
Although  there  were  15  more  reporting  places  in  1957  than  in  1956  the  total  number  of  permits 
issued  in  the  later  year  declined  by  5,018,  or  16  per  cent.  However,  the  aggregate  dollar 
value  of  these  authorizations  declined  but  $6,241,929  or  1.7  per  cent.  A sizeable  increase  in 
the  value  of  authorized  construction  of  large  apartments  (to  accommodate  five  or  more  families) 
from  $2,523,000  in  1956  to  $20,788,430  in  1957  helped  to  keep  1957  residential  construction  at 
near  the  1956  level.  New  Residential  Building  also  benefitted  from  an  increase  in  the  value 
of  planned  new  Hotel  Construction  from  $242,000  to  $10,826,890  comparing  1956  with  1957.  Of 
interest  is  the  fact  that  although  compared  to  1956  there  were  4,993  fewer  permits  issued  in 
1957  to  authorize  the  building  of  One-Family  Housekeeping  Dwellings,  the  average  dollar  value 
of  these  permits  increased  from  $11,863  in  the  earlier  year  to  $12,784  in  the  year  under 
consideration. 

NEW  NON-RESIDENTIAL  BUILDING  LOWER  THAN  1956 

Although  the  total  dollar  value  of  New  Non-Residential  Building  authorized  was 
$10,218,994  lower  in  1957  than  in  1956  (from  $293,712,710  to  $283,493,726)  this  category  still 
accounted  for  36.5  per  cent  (compared  to  37.5  in  1956)  of  the  total  dollar  value  of  all  con- 
struction authorized  during  1957.  In  contrast  to  the  dollar  decline  in  the  total  authorization, 
a significant  increase  was  registered  in  the  estimated  building  value  of  Institutions  (from 
$19,033,546  to  $27,054,654),  Office  Buildings  (from  $28,680,466  to  $33,199,979),  Public  Buildings 
(from  $3,751,739  to  $6,666,510),  and  Schools  (from  $74,658,278  to  $77,164,429).  Howevei; 
the  advances  were  exceeded  by  total  dollar  value  declines  in  the  authorized  building  of  Stores 
& Mercantile  Buildings  (from  $50,669,785  to  $42,256,623),  Public  Works  & Utilities  (from 
$25,714,435  to  $19,985,785),  Factories  (from  $36,444,663  to  $31,129,363),  Amusement-Recreation 
Places  (from  $7,248,734  to  $5,172,038),  Churches  (from  $21,635,851  to  $19,736,035),  Gasoline 
and  Service  Stations  (from  $6,708,270  to  $6,333,690),  Public  Garages  (from  $5,903,165  to 
$5,105,279),  Private  Garages  ($6,998,548  to  $6,470,713),  and  the  All  Other  category  (from 
$6,265,230  to  $2,418,628). 

IMPROVEMENTS  INCREASE-INSTALLATIONS  DECLINE 

In  1957  the  total  dollar  value  of  permits  issued  to  authorize  Additions,  Alterations 
and  Repairs  rose  11.6  per  cent  (from  $96,067,572  in  1956  to  $111,583,101  in  1957)  compared  to  a 
year  earlier.  This  increase  is  particularly  interesting  when  viewed  in  the  light  of  the 
decreased  building  of  new  One-Family  Dwellings. 

Permits  issued  to  authorize  Installations  (boilers,  waterworks,  awnings,  signs, 
elevators,  motors,  gas  engines,  etc.)  were  542  fewer  in  1957  (6835)  than  in  1956  (7377).  The 
average  dollar  value  of  each  permit  also  decreased  from  $2284  in  the  earlier  year  to  $1351 
in  1957. 


METROPOLITAN  AREAS 


Among  the  sixteen  (l6)  metropolitan  areas  listed  the  number  of  areas  showing  an 
increased  amount  of  construction  in  1957  equalled  the  number  of  areas  showing  a falling  off  in 
construction  between  1956  and  1957.  The  range  of  those  showing  increases  between  the  two  years 
extended  from  a plus  7.4  per  cent  in  Pittsburgh  to  a plus  49.1  per  cent  in  the  Scranton  area. 
Among  the  areas  showing  declines  the  range  spread  from  a minus  4.3  per  cent  in  Philadelphia  to 
a minus  55.7  per  cent  for  the  Sunbury-Shamokin  area. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


Data  used  in  this  report  is  based  upon  mail  questionnaires  sent  to  permit-issuing 
communities  throughout  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  During  1957,  this  bureau  was  fortunate 
in  getting  633  reporting  units  to  cooperate  in  this  voluntary  project.  It  is  estimated  that 
taken  altogether,  the  municipalities  shown  in  this  report  accounted  for  about  70  per  cent  of 
the  combined  urban  and  rural  population  of  the  Commonwealth  and  approximately  95  per  cent  of 
the  urban  population  of  the  State. 

DEFINITION  OF  URBAN  POPULATION 

The  definition  of  urban  population  which  is  employed  in  this  report  is  based  upon 
that  used  in  the  1950  Census.  According  to  that  source,  urban  population  comprises  all  persons 
living  in: 

(a)  Places  of  2,500  inhabitants  or  more  incorporated  as  cities,  boroughs  and  villages, 

(b)  Incorporated  towns  of  2,500  inhabitants  or  more, 

(c)  The  densely  settled  urban  fringe,  including  both  incorporated  and  unincorporated  areas, 
around  cities  of  50,000  or  more,  and 

(d)  Unincorporated  places  of  2,500  inhabitants  or  more  outside  any  urban  fringe.  The 
remaining  population  is  classified  as  rural. 


VALUATION  OF  BUILDING  OPERATIONS  IN  METROPOLITAN  LOCATIONS  - 1057 


TOTAL 

RESIDENTIAL 

NON- 
RESIDENT IAL 

IMPROVEMENTS 

AND 

INSTALLATIONS 

$352,110,469 

$170,038,604 

$115,576,854 

$66,495,011 

214,608.165 

116,919,012 

71,926,534 

25,762,619 

27,235,835 

13,537,726 

8,095,706 

5,602,403 

25,811,383 

7,769,760 

15,651,613 

2,390,010 

22,805,167 

10,075,939 

8,186,541 

4,542,687 

18,846,934 

8,893,009 

4,596,638 

5,357,287 

18,401,220 

6,591,955 

7,956,193 

3,853,072 

16,480,816 

6,802,494 

7,745,080 

1,933,242 

9,483,542 

3,441,050 

4,722,360 

1,320,132 

9,379,950 

3,233,150 

4,633,120 

1,513,680 

8,660,470 

2,454,042 

4,144,657 

2,061,771 

4,858,018 

1,424,111 

2,571,100 

862,807 

4,763,263 

2,302,500 

1,348,968 

1,111,795 

1,816,726 

770,508 

443,280 

602,938 

1,755,130 

627,200 

896,150 

231,780 

1,524,045 

683,650 

526,925 

313,470 

METROPOLITAN 

AREA 


Philadelphia  (l) 

Pittsburgh  (2) 

Allentown,  Bethlehem,  Easton  (3) 
Erie  (Erie) 

Harrisburg  (4) 

Reading  (Bucks) 

York  (York) 

Lancaster  (Lancaster) 

Scranton  (Lackawanna) 

Johnstown  (5) 

Wilkes-Barre,  Hazleton  (Luzerne) 
Altoona  (Blair) 

Williamsport  (Lycoming) 
Pottsville  (Schuylkill) 
Uniontown,  Connellsville 
(Fayette) 

Sunbury-Shamokin  (6) 


(1)  Includes:  Bucks,  Chester,  Delaware,  Philadelphia  and  Montgomery  Counties. 

(2)  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Washington  and  Westmoreland. 

(3)  Lehigh  and  Northampton. 

(4)  Cumberland  and  Dauphin. 

(5)  Cambria  and  Somerset. 

(6)  Montour,  Northumberland,  Snyder  and  Union. 


May,  1958 


Prepared  by: 

Bureau  of  Research  and  Statistics 
Dr.  Anthony  J.  Bryski,  Director 
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1957  775,400  100.0  371,084  47.9  283,494  36.5  120,822 15.6 633 
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NUMBER  AMD  ESTIMATED  COaT  OF  BUILDING  OPERATION  If-  ALL  MUNICIPALITIES  REPORTING.  CLASSIFIED  BY  TYPE  OF  OP ERATION  - YEAR  1957 TABLE  2-G 

BUlLOING  OPERATIONS  FORVHICH  PERMITS  WERE  ISSUED  DURING  - 1957 
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(a)  REPORTED  NO  PERMITS  ISSUED.  (B)  NO  DATA  SUaVlITTED. 


NUMBER  AND  ESTIMATED  COST  OF  BUILDING  OPERATIONS  IN  ALL  MUNICIPALITIES  REPORT  IMG.  CLASSIFIED  BY  TYPE  OF  OPERATION  - YEAR  1957 TABLE  2-H 

Building  operations  for  which  permits  rere  issued  during  - year  1957 
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(A)  Reported  no  permits  issued,  (b)  no  data  submitted. 
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Building  operations  for  which  permits  were  issued  ouring  - year  1957 
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NUMBER  AND  ESTIMATED  COST  OF  BUILDING  OPERATION'S  IN1  ALL  MUNICIPALITIES  REPORTING.  CLASSIFIED  GY  TYPE  OF  OPERATION  - YEAR  1957 TABLE  2-L 

Building  operation^  for  which  permits  were  issued  during  - year  1957 
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This  release  was  prepared  from  reports  submitted  by  building  officials  of  permit-issuing  municipalities 
Operations  financed  by  both  public  and  private  funds  are  included.  The  estimated  cost  figures  apply  to 
permits  issued  during  the  month,  not  the  amount  of  money  actually  spent. 
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NEW  NON-REblOENTIAL  CONSTRUCT  ION  IN  PEf  Ni>YLVAM  I A COUNT  I E6  CLARIFIED  BY  TYPE  OF  BUILDING.  1957 
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